Soldiers go the extra mile for injured comrades

For immediate release Thursday 3rd September

A team of soldiers from the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers are gearing up to raise money for injured servicemen.

The six cyclists from 7 Air Assault Battalion based at Wattisham Airfield plan to ride a gruelling 1000 miles in just ten days and raise £10000 for the Army Benevolent Fund and East Anglian Air Ambulance.

The route will take them from Wellington Barracks in London to Edinburgh Castle and back, via Cardiff Castle between the 7th and 16th September. 

 

It will be the last fundraising effort by the team who will start pre deployment training next month prior to their operational tour in Afghanistan.

Funds raised for ABF The Soldiers’ Charity will be used for its Current Operations Fund which, launched in 2007, provides support for soldiers who served and those that were wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan and for the families especially the widows and children of those killed. To date, over £1.8 million has been raised for the Fund for which the target figure is £5 million.

“ABF The Soldiers’ Charity has been helping our guys for years” said Team Captain WO2 Liam Condron.

“They’ve a great track record of being in the right place at the right time.

“Completing this will be such a major challenge: when we’re old it will be great to think ‘I cycled that’.”
 
Major Peter Harclerode, Director of Fundraising for East Anglia, said that events like the Triple Crown Challenge were “vital” to ensure that charities can continue their work.

“At a time when our troops are involved in daily conflict it’s important that the charities who offer lifetime support to all soldiers, past and present, are remembered.

“What these soldiers are undertaking is a real test of strength and fitness and a real example of the attitude of our Armed Forces who always go the extra mile to help.”
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For further information please contact Annabelle Fuller on 07538 578037 or afuller@soldierscharity.org
