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An irreverenT view AT The rhS ChelSeA FlOwer ShOw inSpired By The wOrld wAr One newSpAper  

whiCh TOOk A humOrOuS lOOk AT liFe On The FrOnTline

we Are indeBTed TO All whO COnTriBuTed TO The OriginAl pAperS. OpiniOnS expreSSed in ThiS puBliCATiOn Are nOT FiT 

FOr puBliC COnSumpTiOn And dO nOT neCeSSArily reFleCT The view Or OpiniOnS OF The rhS, The SOldierS’ ChAriTy, 

The BriTiSh Army Or AnyOne elSe ASSOCiATed in Any wAy wiTh ThiS puBliCATiOn

All The lATeST FrOm The ChelSeA FlOwer ShOw inCluding; inTernATiOnAl ediTOr FOr ChAnnel 4 newS, lindSey hiSlum 

On lAwrenCe OF ArABiA, exTrACTS FrOm The OriginAl wiperS TimeS, 

OpiniOn FrOm vernOn CrOAker mp, A STOry FrOm TOdAy’S nO mAn’S lAnd, And FinAlly

FLOWER OF THE DAY

STellAriA grAmineA

‘Common Stitchwort’ is a flowering plant from the Caryphyllaceae 
family, found in meadows, open woodland and tracks. rumours that this 
was the plant that inspired a popular Belgian lager are reassuringly false.

sun, medals
and

a final word

L indsey  H iLsum
inTernATiOnAl ediTOr,

ChAnnel 4 newS

Five years before the outbreak of World War One, a skinny 
young man carrying a rucksack visited Crac des Chevaliers, 
the Crusader castle west of Homs in Syria. The 19 year 
archaeology student would soon become famous as Lawrence 
of Arabia, the British soldier-spy who fought with the Arabs 
against the Ottoman Turks.

In March 2014, I retraced Lawrence’s steps, climbing the 
steep slope up to the castle he had described as ‘the most 
wholly admirable in the world.’ The village below lay in ruins, 
shop signs dangling, charred vehicle carcasses amongst the 
debris. The villagers had fled as forces loyal to President 
Bashar al Assad battled Islamist rebels who occupied the 
fortress for the past two years.

The Syrian government bombarded the fortress from 
the air and some of the inner walls have been destroyed. 
Nonetheless, the massive outer fortifications have remained 
more or less intact. We clambered over great piles of rubble 
to reach the church built by the Crusaders in the 12th 
Century. Inside, belongings including combat trousers, 
cooking utensils and a child’s blanket decorated with 
cartoon animals were strewn across the floor - a sign that 
the rebels and their families had left in a hurry.

Sunlight glimmered through a slit in the walls - a couple of 
weeks back, I thought, a jihadi used this as a sniper position, 
exactly as a crusader had fired arrows through it nine 
hundred years earlier. Syrian soldiers - the latest fighters 
to occupy the castle - walked past carrying wooden beds to 
their new billet. 

I wondered what Lawrence would have made of the scene. 
He was deeply patriotic, leaving the proceeds of his writing 
to the RAF Benevolent Fund. But he loved the Arabs he 
fought alongside and would surely have been horrified at 
the carnage in Syria today. Maybe he would have taken some 
comfort in the survival of the Crac des Chevaliers, which has 
outlasted generations of victors and vanquished.

abf the soldiers’ charity -  the national charity of the british army

present the highly-collectable ‘no man’s  land’ garden editions of

A  B R A C E  O F  G R O U S E
From the original Wipers Times. Monday 1st May 2916

Two papers on a single day 
Have roused my spirit to the fray.

Muse mine, my double-barrelled gun !
And let us strafe them, either one.

missed the previous issues? sign up at

so ld ierschar i ty.org/wipers
to get the Wipers Times back issues!

This issue of The Wipers Times will the last from 
No Man’s Land. It’s been a week filled with sunshine, 
sundowners and downpours. General Public and Major 
Chaos have retuned from whence they came and the 
designers are resting on their laurels or hiding in the 
shrubbery.

The Soldiers’ Charity garden won a gold medal, which 
is slightly too large for attaching to uniforms but will be 
proudly displayed.

Linda Snell visited from Ambridge, and was without 
doubt the most exciting visitor never to arrive, despite 
WT staff looking out for her. While the world outside 
carried on, the only election that mattered at the 
Chelsea Flower Show was the People’s Choice Awards. 
As The Wipers Times went to press, the results of the 
public vote were yet to be announced, but a project 
spokesman said ‘a win in the Peoples Choice Awards 
would be blooming marvellous.’

at the rhs chelsea flower show



The SeriOuS pArT

While it’s all fun at The Chelsea Flower 
Show and it’s a great British trait to make 
light of serious situations, ‘No Man’s Land’ 
was a terrifying place for soldiers during 
World War One.

Today’s reality is that any soldier, veteran 
or family member can find themselves in 
a kind of ‘No Man’s Land.’ The Soldiers’ 
Charity exists to support them in those 
times of greatest need.

The understanding that today, soldiers 
can feel lost when they leave the Army 
is very powerful, especially if they leave 
as the result of injury or redundancy. We 
are seeing an increasing demand for help  

with training and employment during 
the transition period between leaving the 
Army and finding a new direction in life. 
This is where we, as a charity, are stepping 
in to provide assistance

the no man’s land garden at the rhs 
chelsea flower show 2014 is supported by

COming ThrOugh TOdAy’S 
nO mAn’S lAnd: CrAig pATerSOn

After I was shot in the head in Afghanistan, I knew that 
my career as a soldier was over. I loved being in the Army 
but my injuries meant that I was unable to fulfil my regular 
duties with 4th Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland. 
I had no idea about what I wanted to do on Civvy Street. 
I had hardly any qualifications and since 2011 had been in 
and out of rehab at Headley Court.
 
It was a stressful time; I live in Scotland so I was travelling 
up and down the country while at the same time trying 
to improve my physical fitness. Luckily The Soldiers’ 
Charity was there to help me out with the essential things 
I needed back home. Things like the non slip flooring in 
my bathroom. It sounds mundane but I couldn’t use the 
adapted facilities as it wasn’t safe. The Charity gave an 
immediate grant to cover the cost; it was fantastic.
 
Through the support of my unit I began to think about life 
outside the Army. Once again the Charity helped me out 
by administering a grant that paid for a laptop so I could 
explore work placements online. That funding also paid for 
a computing qualification as well as a health & safety one. 
I’ve now got a job back home in Inverurie; it’s been a long 
road to recovery but I’ll always be grateful to The Soldiers’ 
Charity. The funding they gave me was so varied and has 
just helped me to live and carry out the most basic day to 
day tasks.

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity is a charity registered in england and wales (1146420) and in Scotland (SC039189). registered as a company limited by guarantee in england and wales (07974609)
Registered Office: Mountbarrow House, 6-20 Elizabeth Street, London SW1W 9RB. Tel: 020 7901 8900. Email: fundraising@soldierscharity.org

RupeRt CaRy
WoRld WaR one MeMoiR

Extracts from the memoirs of Major General RTO Cary, 
Grandfather of our garden designer, Charlotte Rowe 

pASSChendAele
‘The duCkBOArd OFFenSive’ 

One of the bloodiest and grimmest battles to be fought 
in the war was at Passchendaele. The chief protagonist 
on the British side was the Canadian Division. Another 
name which could be given to this battle is the ‘Duckboard 
Offensive’ as the approaches to the battlefield itself and 
supply routes were very largely duckboards. And if a man 
fell off the duckboard, he simply slipped off the boards and 
disappeared into the mud.

Though the Canadians fought very gallantly and gained 
their objectives in the end, their casualties where very high 
indeed. A large area of the battlefield was undulating ground 
once the troops had got beyond the duckboards and mud. 

A friend of mine and I had the afternoon off on one particular 
day and decided to drive our motorbikes up the Salient and 
up to Passchendaele itself. All was quiet and peaceful when 
at last we threaded our way up the Battlefield. It had certainly 
been cleared (of bodies) remarkably well and the whole 
panorama of gentle hills soon spread out in front of us. We 
must have been spotted however, by a German position some 
miles away. The first we knew of this was when a ranging 
shell clearly from the German side landed some hundred 
yards or so from us. Then the second shell arrived and it was 
obvious that the Germans were bracketing us as the second 
shell landed only fifty yards from us. It seemed obvious that 
the longer we stayed where we were, the more likely we were 
to be hit by the third shell. We took to our heels and sprinted 
away down to the rear, having seen as much of the Battlefield 
of Passchendaele as we wanted that day. 

please help us support the men and women who have served us – visit www.soldierscharity.org

to sign up to receive your daily wipers times, released every morning during the rhs chelsea flower show, register at www.soldierscharity.org/wipers

Saturday 24th May 2014

juST IN!

Organisers of the RHS Chelsea Flower Show were 
shocked to learn that they had missed an entire garden 
at this year’s event.

The Royal Engineers’ garden had until now evaded the 
scrutiny of the judges and public alike, primarily 
because it was built some 30 feet underground.

Designed as a tribute to the miners of the First World War, 
a spokesperson for the subterranean show garden said:  
“In hindsight, we probably didn’t think this one through.”

inTelligenCe repOrTS

Intelligence chiefs have released a report today claiming 
the imminent  announcement of the medals at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show. Extensive surveillance of 
telephone and email exchanges has led them to believe 
the results will be announced by Friday at the latest, and 
have warned designers to be prepared.

MOD officials from the Intelligence Corps have today 
announced that they expect the congestion around the 
Chelsea Flower Show to continue for at least another 
month. Weeks three and four of the show are expected to 
be especially busy, following extensive covert surveillance.

Code breakers from Bletchley Park have been brought 
in by the Intelligence Corps in an attempt to finally 
understand the Latin names behind the flowers at this 
year’s show.

Intelligence chiefs now believe the Chelsea Flower Show 
may be over by as early as tomorrow evening.
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And FinAlly

We wish to proudly salute the amazing contributors who 
wrote for our revival of The Wipers Times. 

In order of appearance;

Stephen Fry
Tim McInnerny

john Simpson cbe
Kate Adie obe dl

Dan jarvis mbe mp
Orla Guerin mbe 

Col (Ret’d) Stuart Tootal dso obe
Caroline Wyatt

jeffrey and Mary Archer
Lindsey Hislum

Vernon Coaker mp

Missed out on the above? See below to download the full set online.

SpeCiAl ThAnkS TO;

Everyone involved in the build of our garden at this year’s  
Chelsea Flower Show, the French, The Meteorological Society for 

blessing us with wonderful weather during the Chelsea Flower Show.

Captain Fj Roberts and his inspirational team who were behind 
the original Wipers Times in 1916.

ThAnkS AlSO TO The SOldierS’ ChAriTy TeAm;

Stephen Oatley, Wendy Searle, Allison Parkes-Norris, 
Kirsty Irvine, Chris Mirzai, Sean Bonnington, Everyone else at 

The Soldiers’ Charity who helped a lot, or a little, with the 
No Man’s Land Garden.

Everyone at Charlotte Rowe Garden Design

Printed by Leycol. Thank you David Arkell
Flower illustrations by Irene Laschi

Designed and produced by Pete Black

Catch up with everything you have missed, 
including some spiffing videos at

soldierscharity.org/chelsea

O V E R  A N D  O u T

VERnOn COAkER MP
The Shadow Secretary of  
State for Defence Writes

Like many British families, my own has special memories 
of a loved one who died fighting for our country in the 
Armed Forces. My uncle, Vernon Coaker, was a Sergeant 
Major in the Devonshire Regiment and was killed aged 23 
on D-Day, 6th june 1944. He died when his company’s 
position was shelled as they advanced ahead of the 
Normandy beach landings to protect those who were to 
follow. We as a family are very proud of him. He was my 
father’s older brother and when I was born a few years after 
Vernon died, my dad named me after the brother he had so 
much looked up to.

And since then, on Remembrance Day every year, 
I have joined with millions of other people across Britain 
in paying tribute to all those who have given their lives. 
I stand alongside men and women of all ages and from all 
backgrounds to salute to our Armed Forces and to thank 
them for what have done for us. 
 
In that act of remembrance, we are part of a common 
thread across generations, people who are alive and free 
thanks to the service and sacrifice of our Armed Forces. 
That makes remembrance about the present and the future 
as well as the past. Because when I think of my uncle and 
all those who died in 1914 or 1944, and in between as well 
as since then, I also think of the serving members of the 
Armed Forces and the work they are doing to ensure the 
Britain is safe and secure today and tomorrow. 
 
The 100th anniversary of the First World War gives us an 
opportunity to reflect and remember the great sacrifice 
of that generation. It should also remind us of how much 
we are indebted to them, those who came after them, and 
indeed all those who continue to serve today.

F rO m  T h e  e d i TO r S

The original Wipers Times ran for over two years from 
February 1916 to December 1918, one month after the war 
finally ended.

Our revival of the much loved newspaper has come and 
gone in the space of just one week, but during that time 
we hope we’ve done the original Wipers team proud and 
the publication justice.

The last issue of the Wipers Times signed off with a nod 
to the optimism that swept across Europe as the guns fell 
silent under the title “The Better Times: Xmas, Peace and 
Final Number.” This is our final number, and we hope 
you’ve enjoyed reading it as much as we have enjoyed 
writing it.

When this bloomin’ war is over,
Oh! how happy we shall be;

When we get our civvy clothes on
No more soldiering for we

 
Expurgated Soldiers’ Song

No.2 Vol.1 ‘The Better Times’, December 1918


