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Chief Executive’s Welcome
It is entirely appropriate that this edition of 
FrontLine marks the contribution of our Patron, 
Her Majesty The Queen. Our Patron’s tireless 
dedication to her duties serves as fitting 
inspiration for all those directly associated 
with our Charity.
 
This edition also captures the sheer scale, 
breadth and variety of what we do. On the day 
of Her Majesty’s ‘Mall Party’, our President 
hosted our volunteers and other supporters as 
one of the few charities selected nationally 
to be on the Mall itself. At the same time the 
rest of us, and nearly 1,000 competitors, were 
in the mountains of Scotland supporting our 
major challenge event, the Yomp. Both parties 
got rather wet – and both were reflecting our 
Charity’s work in different ways. 
 
Elsewhere in this edition you get a good sense 
of the sheer variety of grants we make to those 
in need. And it is not just about the money. 
We expend a huge amount of effort to make sure 

we only support genuine need and do so with 
reputable delivery partners. Good governance, 
coordination with other charities and effective 
delivery must be our watchword. 
 
None of this would be possible without our 
fantastic supporters; whether large companies, 
trusts or foundations, or individuals from every 
walk of life. I very much hope you are proud 
of our work and enjoy supporting our Charity. 
We are hugely grateful that your support has 
transformed so many lives here in the UK and 
wherever else our soldiers, veterans and their 
families are either serving or have settled 
world-wide. Sadly we live in a very uncertain 
world and our Charity is only too conscious that 
we need to be ready to meet whatever challenges 
may face the Army and, from our perspective 
more importantly, their people and their loyal 
families who follow the flag. Thank you.

Martin Rutledge
Chief Executive of ABF The Soldiers’ Charity

Grants and Welfare Update
A perspective from our Director of Grants & Welfare, Barney Haugh

As the Army’s National Charity we 
continue to do what we have done 
since our inception in 1944. We make 
individual grants to serving soldiers, 
veterans of all ages and their immediate 
families in need through the Regimental 
and Corps charities. In terms of weight 
of effort in a typical year, the total of 
all Regimental and Corps charitable 
expenditure on benevolence will be 
broadly matched twice over by our 
contribution. The Grants Team award 
grants on a daily basis to those in need, 
giving “a hand up, not a hand out”. All 
applications for assistance are judged 
on their merits but need, not want, is 
our guiding principle.
 In 2015 our grants expenditure was 
in excess of £8m, allowing us to make 
a positive difference to beneficiaries in 
over 55 countries, ranging from a child 
of 6 months to a 105-year-old veteran. 
We again saw a modest (3%) reduction 
in overall case numbers and we expect 
that to continue. That said, there is no 
doubt that individual cases can be of 
increasing complexity and cost – not 
least as our veteran community lives 
longer.  
 

Although attention can quite reasonably 
focus on the recent wounded or other 
high-profile cases, we also deal with 
dreadful family tragedies; training and 
sporting accidents and, above all, the 
ravages of old age. Many people have 
little understanding that a significant 
number of Army veterans live overseas, 
and whilst that Commonwealth legacy 
will fade over time, more contemporary 
Foreign and Commonwealth personnel 
will continue to be a significant 
load for us. Furthermore, working 
in partnership with other charities, 
whom we award substantial grants to 

(88 last year and over £3m) we do our 
best to support projects that make a 
real difference to soldiers, families and 
veterans alike. These charities deliver 
services on our behalf across the 
sector ranging from nursing care and 
respite for the elderly, retraining and 
employment advice for the wounded, 
injured and sick, or support for the 
bereaved. 
 As we move forward we remain firmly 
outward looking to ensure we stay agile 
and above all professional, ready to 
respond to the ever-changing needs of 
the Community we support.

A Welcome from our Patron
  In honour of this issue being dedicated to our Patron, it seemed right that the Editor’s letter 
be replaced by a welcome from Her Majesty, thanking each and every supporter for their efforts. 

I hope you enjoy this issue as much as I have enjoyed putting it together.

Tom Cuff-Burnett – Editor
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National News: some examples of what we have been up to
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Charity receives 
£2.25 million from 
DefLog VQ Trust

In October, following the winding down 
of the DefLog VQ Trust – an education 
and training specialist Armed Forces 
charity – our Charity was presented 
with a cheque for £2.25 million by its 
Chairman, Brigadier (Retd) Tom Blyth.
 Over the course of its 20-year 
lifespan, the Trust delivered more than 

37,500 qualifications to Armed Forces 
personnel, helping to increase their 
employment potential within the driving 
and logistics trades. 
 Major General (Retd) Martin 
Rutledge, Chief Executive of our 
Charity commented: “We are extremely 
grateful to DefLog VQ Trust for this 
exceptionally generous donation. 
Unemployment can be an issue for some 
veterans but, through this grant and the 
work the Charity undertakes, we will be 
able to help them.”

Charity makes 
£287,000 grant to 
SSAFA

Earlier this year, our Charity awarded 
a grant of £287,000 towards SSAFA’s 
Casework service and Family Support 
Group meetings. The grant will help 
cover the cost of training and supporting 
SSAFA’s network of 4,000 volunteer 
caseworkers, as well as covering the costs 

of Army families attending their Family 
Support Group meetings, providing 
advice and support to families who are 
bereaved and those who are caring for a 
wounded, injured or sick loved one.
 Tegan Jones, Director of Fundraising 
at SSAFA, said: “This support from The 
Soldiers’ Charity will go a long way in 
allowing us to ensure that vulnerable 
ex-Service personnel and their families 
receive the vital financial, practical and 
emotional support they depend on.”

Frontline Walk 
continues to go from 
strength to strength

The Frontline Walk in October once 
again proved a huge success after 
attracting nearly 100 walkers for this 
year’s event and raising almost £200,000. 
The group of intrepid supporters took on 
the gruelling 100km challenge across the 
battlefields of World War One; from the 
Somme in France to Ypres in Belgium. 
Chivvying everyone along was Charity 
Ambassador and triple amputee Andy 
Reid, who used a specially adapted 
hand-bike attached to his wheelchair to 
cover the many miles.
 Due to popular demand we have 
added a second date for 2017:
04-08 October and 11-15 October.

Visit soldierscharity.org/
frontlinewalk for more 
details.

Calendar photo 
competition now 
open
For the third year running, ABF The 
Soldiers’ Charity is holding a competition 
to find images for its charity calendar. 
The competition is open to amateur and 
professional photographers, with the key 
theme being the British Army. This time 
there will be a special prize given to the 
best image commemorating the end of 
World War One.
 Last year’s competition saw hundreds 
of Army-themed entries, with the 
shortlist judged by BBC journalists 
Michael Buerk and Kate Adie, Chief 
of the General Staff, General Sir Nick 
Carter, Rob Cook of Canon UK, and 
Andy Taylor of WEX Photographic.

For more information 
and to enter this 
year’s competition, 
visit soldierscharity.org/
photocompetition

HAC1537 Partnership 
– City Invitational Cup 
proves to be a huge 
success
The inaugural City Invitational Cup 
cricket match and gala dinner, held 
at the Honourable Artillery Company 
(HAC) in September, was a close-fought 
encounter between The Soldiers’ Charity 
XI and The City Select XI – captained 

by Mark Ramprakash and Matthew 
Hoggard respectively. The Soldiers’ 
Charity XI were eventually crowned 
winners by three wickets, after an 
exciting run chase tied the score at 183 
runs apiece.
 After the match, guests moved inside 
to enjoy a gala dinner, which featured 
a Q&A with the captains, a talk from 
our beneficiary Stewart Harris, and 
an auction compered by author Lord 
Jeffery Archer.

The event was held as part of the 
HAC1537 Partnership between the HAC 
and our Charity, which has raised more 
than £85,000 so far – including £20,000 
from the City Invitational Cup. We want 
to thank everyone at the HAC for their 
continued support.

To find out more visit 
soldierscharity.org/hac

L-R: Brigadier (Retd) Maurice Sheen, Major 

General (Retd) Martin Rutledge, Brigadier 

(Retd) Tom Blyth, Mr Paul Downie – Chief 

Executive, DefLog VQ Trust.  

Images capturing the poignant yet enjoyable aspects of the Frontline Walk.

Above, Lucky prize winner Laxman Pun 

being presented his signed bat by 

England cricketing legends Chris Read, 

Matthew Hoggard and Mark Ramprakash.

Right, An action shot from the match.

Clockwise from top: This year’s winning entry, ‘Dog Days’, by Trevor Sheehan; 

‘Guns in Action’ by Steve Samosa; ‘Remembrance Stroll’ by Tina Letch.  



Regional News: some examples of what we have been up to

Great North Run a 
success for the 
North East

On 11th September 2016, 57 valiant 
runners took on one of the most 
popular half marathons in the world 
on behalf of The Soldiers’ Charity. 
Among the runners representing our 
Charity was Ian Milner (pictured 
right), whose son Owen (a serving 
REME soldier) was tragically killed in 
a motorcycle incident in 2014; Ian and 
his wife Tracey have been supporting 
us for many years. The event was also 
ably supported for the first time by the 

Queen’s Own Yeomanry, providing 
runners with a specialist warm up 
as well as pre and post-race sports 
massages in Fenham Barracks. The 
event raised almost £20,000, so a huge 
thank you to all our runners and those 
who donated to their fundraising totals.

We have 50 non-ballot 
places available for 
2017. Contact Amy in 
our North East office 
to secure yours. Email 
northeast@soldierscharity.org 
or call 01748 874 127

Charity receives 
£40,000 from  
St George’s Festival

The 2016 Lytham St Annes St George’s 
Festival proved to be the biggest and best 
fundraising event yet in the eight-year 
history of the Festival.
 Bob Gallagher, the Festival Chairman, 
handed over a cheque for £40,000 to 
The Soldiers’ Charity, bringing the total 

raised for our Charity to well in excess of 
£100,000.

Next year’s event 
will be held between 
19-23 April 2017. 
For more information 
Email northwest@
soldierscharity.org or call 
01772 260 356
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A triumphant second 
outing for Wheels on the 
Western Front

Following the inaugural event in 2014, 
Wheels on the Western Front returned for 
2016 with 49 riders taking part in the 352-
mile cycle challenge. The route followed 
that of Kitchener’s Army to the Somme, 
commemorating the sacrifices of those 
that took part in one of the bloodiest 
battles of WWI over 100 years ago.
 In total the event raised more than 
£108,000 and we are extremely grateful 
to all those that took part. Huge thanks 
must go to our resident historian 
Andy Robertshaw, who was on hand 
throughout the trip to provide vivid 
anecdotes and insights to bring to life 
events of the past. Congratulations to 
Richard Hackett and the West Midlands 
team for organising another fantastic 
event.

Wheels on the Western 
Front will return in 
2018 (5th - 11th August) 
to mark the centenary 
of the end of WWI. For 
more information visit 
soldierscharity.org/wotwf 

Third time lucky for 
Tiverton Detachment 
in Revision Challenge

This year’s Revision Cadet Challenge was 
won by the Tiverton Detachment from 
Devon ACF. Awarded to the detachment 
that has raised the most throughout the 
country, this was their third (and finally 

successful) attempt at the top prize.
Detachment Commander, Staff 
Sergeant Mark Sanders, said: “The 
Detachment is really proud to have 
won this. We were the top fundraising 
team in the South West last year, so 
we were determined to win it this 
year. The cadets have a strong can-do 
attitude, working with the community 
and soldiers alike. They know that 

the money they raise is making a real 
difference to those who may need it.”

Entries for this year’s 
Challenge are now open. 
See soldierscharity.org/
revisionchallenge for more 
information.

Ian Milner passes our Charity’s cheering 

point during the Great North Run. 

Bob Gallagher presenting the cheque to 

Phil Naylor, Regional Director North West.

Left, Members of the detachment out on a sponsored ‘tab’, Right, pictured L-R: Cadet Sergeant Jordan Spicer; Cadet Corporal Oscar 

Dixon; Staff Sergeant Instructor and Tiverton Detachment Commander Mark Sanders; HM Lord Lieutenant of Devon, David Fursdon Esq.

Brigadier Rob Anderton-Brown, Commander 11 Signal and West Midlands Brigade, lays a 

wreath at the Thiepval Monument on behalf of our Charity.

The riding party at St Martins Plain just before their departure

Fundraisers take on 
the iconic Cardiff Half 
Marathon

The Cardiff Half Marathon is currently 
the largest race in Wales and the second 
largest half marathon in the UK. More 
than 22,000 runners took part this year, 
thirteen of whom were representing our 
Charity. This included a five-man team 
from the Recruiting Group, based in 
Brecon, along with serving soldiers, 
Army veterans and supporters from all 
over Wales.

Overall they managed to raise a 
fantastic £2,000 for our Charity, so a 
big thank you for all their hard work in 
training and during the event itself. 

Secure a charity space 
in next year’s race 
(01 Oct 17) by 
contacting our Wales 
team at 
wales@soldierscharity.org or 
call us on 029 2072 6132 
for further details.

It is with great sadness that we have to report that Ian was tragically killed in a cycling incident on Friday 25th 
November 2016. A very close friend of The Soldiers’ Charity, Ian’s dedication and verve were an inspiration to all.

Our thoughts are with Ian’s family and friends at this sad time.



         

Our Patron – Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

FrontLine   |   The Patron’s Issue

We are extremely proud to have Her Majesty as our Patron and it is an honour and a privilege to have the world’s longest 
serving monarch at the helm of our Charity. The article below, authored by our regular contributor Helen Carter, explores 
the origins of the long-standing link between our monarchy and the military, charting some of the key milestones in its 
history to date.

by Helen Carter

The relationship between the monarch 
and the Armed Forces pre-dates the 
restoration of King Charles II and the 
formation of the modern Army. Across 
the United Kingdom, since the earliest 
times, clan chiefs, landowners and 
the nobility raised bands of soldiers 
in support of the monarch. However, 
loyalty to the monarch as head of state 
very much depended on the personal 
loyalty of the man raising the regiment. 
Where the authority of the monarch was 
disputed, during the Wars of the Roses 
or the English Civil War for example, 
these independently raised regiments of 
soldiers fought each other. 
 Following the 1660 Restoration, 
Charles II issued the Royal Warrant, 
on 26 January 1661, which created the 
first regiments of what would become 
the British Army. Charles employed 

regiments of both former Royalists and 
Roundheads of Cromwell’s New Model 
Army. Despite this apparent ‘political 
balance’, the Army was seen as only 
loyal to the monarch, rather than an 
organisation that would protect the 
rights of the people through support of 
the parliamentary system. A fear borne 
out when much of the Army supported 
King James II when William III was 
invited by Parliament to take the throne.
The introduction of the 1689 Mutiny 
Act put the relationship between 
constitutional monarch and the Army on 
a more symbolic footing. The Army 
became a tool of the people and 
Parliament, but the oath of loyalty was  
to the non-political monarch as head  
of state. The 1707 Act of Union joined  
the armies of England and Scotland into 
a single entity.

Despite the symbolism of the relationship 
between constitutional monarch 
and Army, the relationship has been 
consistently close. The monarch would 
grant titles to regiments to reflect success 
in battle, hence many modern regiments 
bear the appellations ‘Kings’, ‘Queen’s’ 
or ‘Royal’ in their titles. Patronage and 
recognition of Regiments continues to 
be conferred with the appointment of 
the monarch as Honorary Colonel of a 
regiment or Corps.
 Members of the royal family have 
become professional soldiers – the 
‘Grand Old Duke of York’ (the second 
son of George II) and Duke of Cambridge 
(1819-1904) both served with distinction. 
King George II participated at the Battle 
of Dettingen in 1743, and thus became 
the last British monarch to lead an army 
on the battlefield. King Edward VIII, as 
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the Prince of Wales, served during the 
First World War, although the military 
leadership was reluctant to allow the heir 
to the throne too close to the front.
 The current Queen’s association with 
the Army has endured throughout her 
life. This year Her Majesty The Queen, 
our patron, was awarded the new Long 
Service and Good Conduct medal. The 
medal had five bars representing the 
65 years of service since The Queen’s 
accession to the throne in 1952, and 
assumption of the post of Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces.
 Of course, Her Majesty’s military 
service and association with the Army 

predates her accession. In 1945, at the 
end of the Second World War, as soon 
as she was old enough, Her Majesty 
insisted on joining the Auxiliary 
Territorial Service serving with a 
transport unit.
 Her Majesty routinely visits military 
units and has long been engaged with 
military charities including ABF The 
Soldiers’ Charity, succeeding her father, 
King George VI – our first patron. The 
Queen’s close engagement with the 
Army throughout her reign has ensured 
that Her Majesty understands the 
challenges that often face soldiers, 
ex-soldiers and their families.

Opposite – The Queen laying a wreath during 

a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum, 

Staffordshire, in 2011. (©PA)

This page, clockwise from top – HRH 

Princess Elizabeth (centre) with officers of 

the ATS Training Centre. Princess Elizabeth 

as a 2nd Subaltern in the ATS (©IWM). Her 

Majesty inspecting the Guard of Honour 

at Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in 

Kenya, 1983. Queen Elizabeth II joining 

The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders, 5th 

Battalion, Royal Regiment of Scotland (5 

SCOTS) for a group photograph during her 

visit to Howe Barracks in Canterbury, Kent 

in 2013. (©PA)



Our Charity’s Breadth of Support
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Last year, our Charity spent nearly £3.4m providing direct support to some 5,000 individuals, as well as giving an additional 
£3.2m in grants to 88 charity partners, which delivered specialist support on our behalf across 55 countries worldwide. 
Collectively, our charitable expenditure exceeded £8.4m and our work touched the lives of around 80,000 people.
 The next few pages highlight some specific examples of how your continued, generous support enables us to ensure every 
soldier, veteran and their family is afforded the independence and dignity they deserve.

Bob Semple served a full career in the 
Army with the Royal Engineers. Bob 
used his specialist engineering skills 
in civilian life and often worked in the 
Middle East. Whilst driving to work 
in the Yemen in early 2014, Bob was 
ambushed and seized by Al Qaeda. 
He was held as a hostage in solitary 
confinement and his legs were chained 
to the wall of a window-less, barely lit 
cell for 18 months.

Bob’s wife, Sallie, and the couple’s three 
sons had no idea whether they would 
ever see Bob alive again. During this 
tortuous time, Sallie had virtually given 
up any hope that her husband would be 
found. Adding to the stress and worry 
were financial pressures. Sallie was 
unable to run a busy household of three 
sons on her nurse’s salary.
 Bob had been in captivity for well 
over a year when Sallie began to look for 
help, which is when our Charity came to 
her assistance. Within days of hearing 
about Sallie’s situation, we were able to 
assist Sallie with the costs towards her 
household bills. Sallie recalls:

“I was overwhelmed when the Charity 
stepped in to help. It was such a weight 
off our shoulders with so much else going 
on. I was just taking one day at a time, 
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Jim Wilson is also a longstanding 
resident at Erskine. The walls of his 
room bear testimony to his service 
within the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, 
all decorated with mementos from an 
Army career spanning 22 years. Jim 
spent the majority of his service based 
in Germany, but at the age of 21, he was 
blown up whilst serving in Northern 
Ireland. He narrowly escaped injury 
when he was commanding the leading 
scout car of an Armoured Troop acting 
as an escort to an engineer demolition 
party, engaged on blowing the border 
roads in South Armagh. There is no 
doubt that Corporal Wilson’s presence 
of mind, prompt and courageous 
reaction prevented the enemy from 
inflicting heavy casualties on his troops. 
In recognition of his actions, Corporal 
Wilson was duly awarded the British 
Empire Medal.
 Now aged 70, Jim suffers from 
Parkinson’s disease, which limits his 

mobility. Nonetheless, Jim is always 
keen to participate in many of the 
outings organised by the recreational 
department host at Erskine. Whilst Jim 
acknowledges that he would prefer to be 
outside, he considers Erskine to be the 
best place for him to receive the care that 
he needs.
 Thanks to the support of our Charity, 
Erskine can remain committed to 
looking after Scotland’s ex-Service men 
and women like Jack and Jim for as long 
as necessary.

If you would like to 
make a donation to 
ensure the support we 
can provide to Erskine 
can continue for 
years to come, visit 
soldierscharity.org/donate 
today.

The Soldiers’ Charity met with two of Erskine’s residents, Jack 
McKay and Jim Wilson, who shared their experiences of living 
in one of Erskine’s care homes.

Jack McKay, originally from Paisley, is 98 years old and 
served with the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders as a 
boy soldier. In his advancing years, the accuracy of some 
his memories have faded, but one thing he still remembers 
clearly is his regimental number – 2983601 – something he is 
only too proud to recite to us during our visit. Jack remembers 
enjoying his time in the ‘Argylls’ and recalls enjoying the 
sounds of the bugle and the pipes while going on regular 
marches with the Regiment. Although he can’t accurately 
say how long he served in the Army, he does remember being 
taken out of the Regiment because he was a trained plater 
(metalworker), so was needed for shipbuilding.
 Jack spent the rest of his professional life as a boat 
builder, working for a number of different companies, before 
eventually settling back down with his family in Paisley. He 
moved to Erskine some years ago and, despite now using a 
wheelchair to get around, Jack keeps physically and socially 
active, making the most of the daily recreational activities 
at the Home, which bring the residents together in a social 
setting. A keen singer, Jack enjoys visits from his family and 
is proud to wear his regimental tie and glengarry bonnet, 
which he keeps close by; reminiscent of his days as the young 
soldier who appears in his bedside photograph. 

Supporting Scotland’s ex-Service personnel

Bob & Sallie Semple: Our Charity steps in to help

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity has provided 
substantial support to Erskine for more 
than 20 years. Erskine is the leading 
care organisation for ex-Service men and 
women in Scotland, having opened its 
doors originally as The Princess Louise 
Scottish Hospital for Limbless Sailors 
and Soldiers in October 1916, in response 
to the specialist needs of those wounded 
during the devastation brought by the 
First World War.
 100 years on, The Soldiers’ Charity has 
given Erskine a grant for £150,000, which 
will enable them to continue supporting 
Army veterans; providing specialist 
services such as physiotherapy, speech 
and language therapy and recreational 
activities. These services play a vital role 
in supporting Erskine’s mission: to ensure 
that veterans under their care achieve the 
best quality of life possible. 

The Semples on their wedding day in 1990. Bob and Sallie together again at home.

but we never knew when the phone rang 
if it would be the kidnappers, or Bob, or 
the news we were dreading.”

Bob’s rescue came on 22nd August 2015. 
He’d been blindfolded and held in the 
boot of a car for more than ten hours 
by his captors, when it burst open. 
He felt a hand on his arm and a voice 
say “You’re safe now.” Bob remembers 
thinking that he was close to death on 

several occasions during his captivity: 

“They took me out into the sand on 
a number of occasions, each time I 
thought ‘this is it’. Each time they made 
videos. They wanted me to beg and cry 
but I wouldn’t.”

Since returning home, Bob’s priority has 
been for him and his family to recover 
from the traumatic events of his ordeal.

© Peter Cryer
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George Pas served as a Reservist with 
6th Battalion The Rifles. In 2011, 
he sustained life-changing injuries 
in a motorbike accident and is now 
paralysed from the chest down, relying 
on a wheelchair for mobility. With 
our Charity’s assistance towards the 
purchase of an off-road, motorised 
wheelchair, he was able to rediscover 
his love of being outdoors and 
reconnect with his young family.

Having served for over 14 years, 
completing deployments to  
Afghanistan, Ukraine, America 

and Cyprus, George was a Reserve 
soldier of high regard and had earned 
a Lord Lieutenant’s Certificate of 
Commendation for Meritorious 
Voluntary Service, as well as a Colonel 
in Chief ’s commendation signed by 
HRH Prince Phillip.
 But in 2011, just before George was 
due to start his third tour of Afghanistan 
as a newly promoted Platoon Sergeant, 
disaster struck. He was involved 
in a serious road traffic accident 
whilst travelling on his motorbike 
and sustained catastrophic injuries, 
including breaking his back in eight 

places. George was paralysed from the 
chest down and relied on a wheelchair 
to get around: a situation that impacted 
his relationships with friends, former 
comrades and family members.
 Yet despite the debilitating nature of 
his injuries and the effect they had on 
George’s day-to-day life, his thirst for a 
challenge never waned.
 Determined to take part in as many 
outdoor activities as possible, in 2013 
George approached ABF The Soldiers’ 
Charity for help towards the costs 
of an all-terrain mobility aid. The 
‘Overlander’, an electrically powered, 
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George Pas – An Active Recovery off-road mobility vehicle, is designed 
to tackle extreme outdoor surfaces: an 
ideal tool for an injured, but intrepid, 
former soldier.
 George had already raised part of the 
£14,000 required towards the cost of the 
Overlander by completing a number of 
challenges, including a sky dive and an 
abseil, before Service charities, including 
The Soldiers’ Charity, stepped in to make 
up the difference.
 Life before the Overlander meant 
that George would have to stay behind at 
home whilst his family went on outings, 
such was the extent of his limited 
mobility. Thanks to the help of The 
Soldiers’ Charity, George is now able to 

take part in outdoor adventures with his 
friends and family including his wife, 
Emma, and their three children: Dana, 
Carl and Piper. 

“We’ll even go down to the beach, go to 
the forest… It just means that I can now 
do stuff that there’s no way I could have 
done before; stuff that the kids would 
want to do”.

The Overlander has enabled George 
to do things that simply would not be 
possible in a regular wheelchair: going 
into the forest, travelling through boggy 
fields and wading into the sea at near 
waist-depth. George has even set out to 

attempt to scale The Three Peaks in 
the Overlander. Almost conquering 
Snowdon last year, he has his sights set 
on attempting Ben Nevis and Scafell 
Pike for late 2016.
 George also believes that the 
Overlander has had a positive impact 
on his family life, by affording those 
opportunities for the family to enjoy 
more outdoor activities together: 

“It’s brought everyone closer together… 
The kids are quite happy putting their 
wellies on and running all through 
the water and everything in the winter, 
with the dog, and the Overlander 
means that I can do that, too”.

“Thanks to The 
Soldiers’ Charity I 

can do stuff now that 
I was never able to 

do in a wheelchair... 
it’s brought everyone 

closer together.”
For more information about the Overlander go to terrainhopper.com This page © Naomi Gabrielle
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Opposite, clockwise from top left: 

traditional dancers on the Mall; crowds 

watch as the Royal convoy drives down 

the Mall; The Queen and HRH The Duke of 

Edinburgh wave to the crowds; Charity 

beneficiary Al Hodgson being interviewed 

by Mel Geidroyc of Great British Bake 

Off; Bob and Sallie Semple enjoying 

the occasion; The Southern Highlanders 

Pipes and Drums play through the rain. 

This page, clockwise from top: crowds 

line both sides of the Mall; Their 

Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess 

of Cambridge and Prince Harry; Princess 

Eugenie greeting revellers; The Band of 

The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity honoured in 
The Queen’s birthday celebrations
On Saturday 12th June 2016, The Mall in St James’s Park was transformed for a classically British ‘street party’ to  
celebrate The Queen’s patronage of over 600 charities and organisations, on the occasion of Her Majesty’s 90th birthday. 

Out of these 600 organisations, our Charity was 
privileged to be given a prime place on The Mall and 
selected as one of just 15 charities to feature in the 
Patron’s Lunch film, which was displayed on big screens 
lining the street throughout the day. The event gave 
us a fantastic opportunity to thank a number of key 
supporters, beneficiaries and ambassadors. Despite the 
inclement conditions, more than 10,000 guests enjoyed 

the occasion, with special lunch hampers provided by 
M&S and musical displays from several military bands. 
Her Majesty The Queen was joined by the Duke of 
Edinburgh and other members of the Royal Family to 
celebrate the occasion. Their Royal Highnesses, The Duke 
of Cambridge and Prince Harry were Joint-Presidents of 
The Patron’s Lunch; honouring the dedication shown by 
Her Majesty to so many charities and organisations.

All images © Getty Images and Naomi Gabrielle



  

1514

FrontLine   |   The Patron’s Issue

How did you end up getting the job of Royal 
Photographer?  It was given to me by 
accident truth be told: I’d done a couple 
of years at The Sun doing cricket and 
football and general news, quite enjoying 
myself, and then was asked to do this 
royal job – they asked me if I could find out 
who Prince Charles was going to marry! I 
thought ‘oh god, you know, where do you 
start?’ and to be honest, I didn’t want to 
do it at first. I mean, I was born in East 
London during the War and I didn’t really 
have any idea how the Royals worked.

Seeing as next year marks the 40th year 
since that fateful day, you must have 
got the hang of it in the end?  Well I was 
working with a really nice reporter then, 
James Whittaker, who knew his way 
around the polo scene and hunting and 
the races – that sort of thing – and pretty 
soon I started to do it and enjoy it. I 
ended up going to loads of polo matches 
and eventually Diana came along, and 
Charles was very protective of her so I sort 
of knew it was serious. I remember, I got 
this picture of her in July 1980, she was 
just 19 at the time, down at Cowdray Park 
Polo Club – I asked her to pose for it and 
she agreed. Anyway, a year and a day later 

VIP Interview: Arthur Edwards MBE
Arthur Edwards was born in the East End of London during the Second World War. After a string of jobs as a freelance 
photographer and working for a smaller newspaper, Arthur joined The Sun in 1975. It was here, in 1977, that he started the 
job of Royal Photographer ‘by accident’, embarking on what would become a remarkable career cataloguing the lives of our 
monarchy over decades. On the eve of his 40th year in the role, we spoke to Arthur about how it all started, his support to the 
military and our Charity in particular, and what it’s like to meet The Pope.

they were married and we did in fact run 
the story with my picture; I think I can 
remember the headline: ‘Charlie’s Girl’ – 
that was pretty special.

How did it develop after this initial break?
After I’d found Diana I thought that 
would be the end of it – and Charles 
even replied to a telegram we sent them 
after he and Diana got married to say 
‘Thanks for your kind wishes, I hope you 
don’t get made redundant!’. But then I’ve 
never worked harder in my life, because 
pretty soon William was born and then 
Harry, and everybody was queuing up 
to host this ‘golden couple’. Lots has 
obviously happened in between, but to 
watch William grow up, get married and 
have his own children; it’s been quite an 
amazing period of time.

We get the idea that it turned in to a pretty 
full on job – were you able to keep a work/
life balance?  It was definitely enjoyable 
and my wife used to come along, we’d 
take the family and things and go to the 
polo and have a picnic, but I would often 
work seven days a week and it got to the 
point where my Picture Editor insisted I 
take the weekend off. He said ‘I don’t care 

what you think, you’re not working this 
weekend’.
 But the pictures kept coming, and they 
were publishing them, so you’re feeding 
on the daily satisfaction of that. You’d go 
out each day, work hard, then the next 
day you’d see it in the paper, it was just 
instant reward. I’ve been very fortunate 
because I’ve been on a job that I’ve really 
enjoyed, even though I didn’t really want 
it in the first place [laughing]!

You’ve encountered some famous 
individuals in your time – are there any 
that really stick in your mind?  I’ve met 
Mother Teresa, I’ve met Nelson Mandela, 
prime ministers, princes, sheikhs – it’s 
just incredible. But I can remember 
meeting The Pope, Pope Benedict [XVI], 
in the Pope’s Library in the Vatican. 
Prince Charles said to him ‘that man over 
there, Mr Edwards, he’s been working 
with me for about 30-35 years’ and the 
Holy Father looked at me and he nodded, 
and the next minute I’ve been told by the 
Protocol Officer for the Vatican to put my 
cameras down and to come and meet the 
Pope. That was quite an honour for me 
you know, I’m a practising Catholic so 
that was the most wonderful thing for me.

What’s been your favourite memory of 
The Queen in a military setting?  It would 
have to be when Prince Harry passed out 
at Sandhurst in 2006 and she stopped 
to talk to him. He blushed and I just 
thought that, for me, it was an intimate 
moment. The military parade where she 
has the sovereign, she stopped to see her 
grandson and he smiled and blushed, I’ll 
never forget it.

We’ve all seen Her Majesty on ceremonial 
duties over the years, but can you give 
us any insight as to The Queen’s ‘off-
camera’ persona?  When I got my MBE, 
The Queen said to me ‘I can’t believe I’m 
giving you this’ and as she pinned it on 
she said ‘How many years have you been 
coming down to Buckingham Palace 
to photograph me’ and I said ‘27 years 
Ma’am’ [at the time] and she said ‘Well 
let’s have our photograph taken together 
then’ and I thought that was pretty nice.

You’ve been involved as a Judge for two 
of our photo competitions (the latest 

being this year’s Red, White and Blue 
Day). What are your reasons for helping 
military charities like ours?  I do it 
because I’m hugely respectful of what 
the military does for us and the sacrifices 
they make. I’ve been doing Army stories 
and Headley Court stories for years now 
and I’m totally humbled and in awe of 
the strength and determination of the 
guys and girls rebuilding their lives after 
injury. The work of The Soldiers’ Charity 
is very necessary too; the other charities 
wouldn’t be able to do what they do if 
there wasn’t someone to give them the 
money. You’re the ones that support not 
only the soldiers but their families as well, 
that’s the great thing.

Has there been a moment or picture that 
has typified the Army spirit for you?
I remember at Colchester there was a 
guy who’d lost both legs and an arm, 
triple amputee [Tom Neathway, former 
Paratrooper], and he was determined 
to walk to get his medal from Prince 
Charles. So there he is, walking along and 

there are two of his mates next to him 
just in case he falls and halfway across 
the parade ground he’s smiling and I 
take this picture. He gets his medal from 
Prince Charles and he walks back to his 
position in the ranks and I went up to 
him afterwards and said ‘why were you 
smiling?’ and he said ‘because my mates 
were saying to me ‘go on fall over you silly 
bugger, fall over’ [laughing] and it was just 
typical Army humour you know. That to 
me is the spirit of the Army.

Finally, what’s the picture you’re most 
proud of?  Colchester, the paratrooper 
walking across the parade ground – that 
was pretty moving for me. Or when 
Prince Harry was eight years of age, his 
mother took him to visit a Regiment in 
Germany and they put him in a Light 
Tank and he was there looking out of the 
turret at the top with an Officer’s helmet 
on, that was a pretty nice picture. Even at 
that age he was determined to become a 
soldier and he fulfilled his dream, which 
makes the picture all that much better.

Left, HRH Prince Harry blushes as his 

grandmother, Her Majesty The Queen, 

carries out her inspection at his 

passing out at Sandhurst in 2006 

(© Trinity Mirror)

Above, Prince Harry at eight years old 

waving from the turret of a Light Tank 

during a visit to Germany

Clockwise from top left: Arthur’s very 

first picture of The Queen in 1976; 

Tom Neathway walking across the parade 

ground at Colchester Garrison to receive 

his medal from Prince Charles; Her 

Majesty sharing a joke with a D-Day 

veteran; The Queen in high spirits  

during a visit to Barking in 2015. 

(All images © Arthur Edwards MBE)



Tick one: 

 Run a marathon
 Climb Everest
 Walk to the South Pole
 Naan of the above

Register NOW:
020 7811 3202
www.soldierscharity.org/thebigcurry

Do what 
you do best.

Want to help soldiers, veterans 
and their families?
It’s easier than you think.

Never-ending support for our 
soldiers and their families.

Since 1944. 

Greta was only 19 years old when she was 
called up in 1943. After an interview, she was 
sent to work at Bletchley Park.

When her friends or family asked Greta what 
she was doing at this grand old country house 
she wouldn’t tell them too much. She knew 
she was playing her part in the war effort, but 
the full impact of her work was kept top secret.

Last winter, 70 years after her service at 
Bletchley, Greta was in a serious situation. 
Now aged 91 and living alone, she was facing 
winter in a freezing house with a broken 
boiler.

Fortunately, the generous donations of our 
kind supporters enabled our Charity to help 
pay for a brand new boiler for Greta. Thanks 
to people like you, she is still living in the 
house that holds so many memories.

Please help us to support the men and 
women who shaped history

For gifts, clothing and accessories all year round, visit www.soldierscharityshop.org
Sale starts 26th Dec 2016 (orders will be fulfilled w/c 2nd Jan 2017)

‘Standard Bearers’ 
Christmas Card now 
£2.00 per pack

Heritage silk knot 
cufflinks now £5.25 
per pair

Cap Badge 
Tea Towel 
£7.50

Dog Collar and Lead 
Available in S, M & L
£15.00

Heritage mini 
waterbottle
£15.00

Childs Guardsman 
T-shirt
£10.00

... and many more items online at www.soldierscharityshop.org
All profits from our online shop go towards supporting our soldiers, veterans and their immediate families.

Shop online or by phone – 0845 544 2901 Free gift on orders over £15.
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By remembering ABF The Soldiers’ Charity in your Will, you can 
help ensure that those soldiers risking their lives for us today have 
the support they need to deal with the lasting physical and mental 

scars of active service in the years to come.

To find out more, please contact Georgia Outteridge on 020 7811 3964 
or email goutteridge@soldierscharity.org

©️MOD Crown CopyrightABF The Soldiers’ Charity is a registered charity in England and Wales (1146420), in Scotland (SC039189)

ABF Legacy A4 advert FINAL.indd   1 20/10/2016   11:05

Trusts and Corporate Support
We continue to be truly humbled by the help we receive from our Trust supporters and corporate partner organisations. 
Their understanding of the complexity and diversity of issues that members of our Army family can face means we are able to 
provide far-reaching support to all those in times of need. Here are just some recent examples of this support in practice:

Commandos’ 
Benevolent Fund
We were honoured to be approached 
by The Commandos’ Benevolent 
Fund earlier this year to continue 
its future operations following its 
decision to close. The Fund has been 
committed to providing ex-Army 
Commandos and their widows and 
dependants with financial support 
since 1943.
 The Soldiers’ Charity has now 
taken on the responsibilities of the 
Fund, which will finally close in 2017. 
Full information about the transfer 
of operations will be available on our 
website in the new year.
 For Trusts and Foundations 
wanting to know more about our 
collaborative approach with other 
charities and organisations, please 
contact Emma Lacy, Trusts & 
Major Donors Manager on 
0207 811 3234 or via email at  
elacy@soldierscharity.org. 

New products from 
Heroes Drinks 
Company raise money 
to help the national 
charities of our UK 
Armed Forces
Heroes Drinks Company, a Community 
Interest Company (CIC), has pledged 
20% of its profits from the sale of 
their ‘Heroes Vodka’ product to the 
Royal Navy & Royal Marines Charity 
(RNRMC), ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
and the Royal Air Force Benevolent 
Fund (RAFBF), with the remaining 
profits being used to develop the 
business and create employment 
opportunities for injured veterans. 
 Founded by UK military veteran 
Chris Gillan, Heroes Drinks Company 
has values that are anchored in 
benevolence, whilst providing 
consumers with occasions of fun and 
joy through their products. We would 
like to thank Heroes Drinks Company 
for their support of the Armed Forces 

community and for their continued 
efforts to, where possible, employ 
military veterans.

A celebration of 
employee Payroll 
Giving from 
businesses across 
the UK
No matter the size of the organisation, 
businesses are able to engage their 
employees in charitable causes and 
support our work through the tax-
efficient Payroll Giving scheme. 
 Payroll Giving allows employees, 
who pay Income Tax in the UK, to 
give regularly and tax free. Donations 
can cost individuals up to 45% less 
depending on how much tax they pay, 
meaning their money goes further. 
For every £1 donated, it only costs 
the employee 80p. Further still, if 
employees fall into a higher tax rate 
category, the cost is reduced to 60p.
 This financial year, employees 
from businesses across the UK have 
supported our work with over £95,000 
of regular Payroll Giving donations. 
Our thanks go to all those who give a 
little each month to ensure that our 
Charity can plan for the future. 

MBDA UK’s impressive 
contribution to ABF 
The Soldiers’ Charity 
through annual 
Charity Dinner
This November, MBDA UK were 
joined by customers and suppliers at 
The Brewery in the City of London for 
their annual Charity Dinner. Guest 
speaker Andrew ‘Freddie’ Flintoff MBE 
and over 350 guests helped to raise a 
record-breaking total of £165,000 for 
national and local charities. Our very 
own Charity Ambassador Brenda Hale 
MLA kindly shared her inspirational 
story with the audience and brought to 
life the work of our Charity.
  MBDA has generously held the 
dinner for over 10 years, where half of 
the proceeds are donated to nominated 
Military Service Charities, with 
the balance given to local charities 
operating close to their three sites in 
the UK. The outstanding amount of 
funds raised since 2010 has meant that 
we have benefited from over £150,000 
in support of our work. 
 A special thanks goes to Andy 
Pedder, Defence Adviser at MBDA, 
and the wider MBDA team for their 
efforts and continued support of the 
Armed Forces community.

19

Top, Brenda Hale and her daughter, 
Tori, pose for a photo with Guest 
Speaker Andrew ‘Freddie’ Flintoff MBE; 
Bottom, Brenda Hale giving her speech 
at the event. (© Chris Miles)

Leaving behind a gift in your Will helps ABF The Soldiers’ Charity offer ongoing support 
for the whole Army family.

It’s not your duty: it’s your Will

A sneak preview of the bottle and 

packaging for the new ‘Heroes Vodka’.
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National Events smash the £1 million mark in 2016

2016 was the 10th birthday of our spiciest, tastiest fundraiser 
ever: The Big Curry. To celebrate, we gave it a brand new 
look-and-feel and created an exciting new fundraising pack, 
containing a variety of spices, fresh new recipes and more 
party planning tips than you can shake a cinnamon stick at, 
which was sent to everyone who signed up to take part! 

Thanks to our faithful supporters, we had more than double 
the number of registrations from last year, with thousands 
of pounds raised to help us continue doing what we do best – 
supporting soldiers, veterans and their immediate families.

 
To get your hands on your very own, 
brand new fundraising pack, or to buy 
tickets for an existing Big Curry, 
visit soldierscharity.org/thebigcurry

Having seen the popularity of this event grow by the day since 
its inception in 2014, this year’s Frontline Walk was sold out 
by March, with 100 fundraisers signed up to follow in the 
footsteps of those who fought on the Western Front, to support 
the soldiers of today. The 100km walk, across three days, starts 
at Lochnagar Crater and finishes at the Menin Gate with 
the Ceremony of the Last Post; a very poignant event, with 
memories that last a lifetime.

Due to popular demand we have added a second date for 2017; 
04-08 October and 11-15 October.

To find out more about the Frontline 
Walk, or book your space now, visit 
soldierscharity.org/frontlinewalk

Bigger and better than ever before, in 2016 The Yomp 
continued to push the walkers to their limits both mentally 
and physically. In teams of 3-6 people, yompers took on the 
challenge to cover up to 54 miles in 24 hours across the rugged 
terrain of the Scottish wilderness.

It remains an unforgettable weekend with your friends and 
colleagues, so why not sign up and try it for yourself?

Next year’s event will be held on 10 – 11 June 2017.  
Take on the best. Take on the Yomp.

 
To find out more about the Cateran 
Yomp and book your space now, visit 
soldierscharity.org/yomp

Hundreds of you enrolled into our elite Fundraising Army in 
2016 – its primary mission: to raise vital funds to support our 
soldiers, veterans and their immediate families.

We are now recruiting for our 2017 Fundraising Army 
intake; experience the camaraderie, adrenaline and sense  
of adventure by taking on one of our ultimate challenge events. 

All recruits in our flagship events start off as a Private and are 
promoted when fundraising milestones have been achieved.

 
How far will you rise? Outrank your 
mates – enlist now at soldierscharity.org/
fundraisingarmy

From the wild Highlands of Scotland to the grandeur of The Guildhall, thousands of 
you have stepped up this year to support The Soldiers’ Charity at one of our events.
Thank you on behalf of every one of our beneficiaries; you have put yourself out to 
support them and we are incredibly grateful for your efforts.

We all know that events are an incredible way to get fit, spend time with friends, laugh, 
eat, create memories and face fears. Taking part in events with The Soldiers’ Charity 
offers even more than that. You are ensuring that those who have fought for us are 
never abandoned or forgotten. Your fundraising secures their future.

To sign up for an event next year, or to organise your own, visit www.soldierscharity.org/events

SERVED UP BY
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Tell us about the years immediately 
following our last catch up in 2010
In Easter 2010, I returned to full 
time work as Adjutant of the Young 
Officers’ Branch in Larkhill and I 
was promoted to Major the following 
year. I enjoyed the promotion course 
in Shrivenham a huge amount and it 
was terrific to be back with my peers 
again. Following the course, I was then 
posted to 3(UK) Division in a Targeting 
role for two years. While I was there, I 
was approached about participating in 
an expedition to the South Pole with 
Walking With The Wounded (WWTW) 
and having just had revision surgery, I 
felt this was the goal I needed to get my 
rehab back on track. 

How was the WWTW expedition?
After a year of selection, training and 
preparation, 21 of us from all over the 
world – UK, Australia, Canada and 
the US – skied to the South Pole with 
HRH Prince Harry in December 2013. 
It was the most gruelling challenge I 
have ever undertaken, and I can’t say I 
would want to do it again, but it was a 
huge privilege to explore such a remote 
part of the world. It was an honour to 
meet some of the guys and girls on the 
trip too; they were an inspiration for 
everyone, and always managed to keep 
morale high.

What followed the South Pole trek 
(apart from some decent rest!)?
Once we’d returned from the South 
Pole, I underwent a further spell 
of surgery and rehab, after which I 
decided to change direction and left the 
Army in August 2015 in pursuit of new 
professional challenges.
 My desire to work in the personal 
development field led me to start my 
own leadership consultancy, Corran 
Consulting Ltd, which offers training, 
coaching and speaking services to 
organisations and individuals in both 
the public and private sector. One of the 
things I love is the diversity of clients I 
work with: from the world of insurance 
and financial services to scientific 
research and development and schools.

How did your time in the Army 
contribute to your current business?
I took what I enjoyed most about being 
in the Army (which wasn’t blowing 
stuff up but developing my soldiers!) 
and harnessed all of my learning and 
experience from both my military service 
and my injury, to use the best of me to 
bring out the best in others.

What does being an ambassador for 
our Charity mean to you?
Whilst life continues to be very full, 
my charitable commitments remain 

as important as ever and I’ve just 
become a Trustee of the DNRC 
(Defence and National Rehabilitation 
Centre). I see The Soldiers’ Charity 
as a hugely important organisation, 
which embodies that longevity of care 
for our soldiers and their families, so 
from taking part in tandem skydives to 
appearing on the Charity’s behalf as 
a guest speaker at fundraising events, 
I remain a proud ambassador of your 
invaluable work.

And we hear you’ve recently been 
joined by two new arrivals at home…?
Indeed I have. My latest (and most 
time-consuming project) is my recent 
acquisition of two Springer Spaniel 
puppies, Ronnie and Reggie, who are 
now six-months old and keeping me 
extremely busy outside of work!

To find out more about 
Kate’s business, head 
to Twitter, Linkedin 
and Facebook, or drop 
her an email.

Twitter @corrankate
Linkedin.com/katephilp
Facebook/corranconsultingltd
Kate@corranconsulting.co.uk

Revisited: Kate Philp – From injury to inspiration
Kate Philp, a former Royal Artillery officer and now a Soldiers’ Charity Ambassador, lost her left leg below the knee to an 
IED in Afghanistan in 2008. Since our last interview with her in 2010, Kate threw herself back in to the job she loved in 
the Army, trekked to the South Pole alongside other wounded veterans and has now set up her own business. We caught 
up with her at her new home in Marlborough, where she lives with her two new spaniel puppies, to hear about her journey 
from injury to inspiration.

“I see the Soldiers’ 
Charity as a 

hugely important 
organisation, which 

embodies that 
longevity of care 

for our soldiers and 
their families, so 
I remain a proud 

ambassador of your 
invaluable work.”
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1 A grant of $12,500 was made to Homes 
for Our Troops; a Massachusetts 
based charity that builds mortgage-
free, specially adapted homes for 
severely injured veterans post 9/11.

  Most of these veterans have 
sustained injuries including multiple 
limb amputations, partial or full 
paralysis, and/or severe traumatic 
brain injury (TBI). The grant is 
specifically being used toward the 
building of a home in Connecticut 
for SPC Sean Pesce, a former US 
Army Ranger who, whilst serving 
in Afghanistan, was shot 13 times 
leaving him paralysed from the waist 
down.

2 A grant of $17,500 was made to ABF 
The Soldiers’ Charity, to provide 
support in a number of instances 
including assisting one of our veteran 
case studies Robbie Clark (featured in 
FrontLine Issue 12) to remain in his 
own home.

  As some of you will know, Robbie 
was captured whilst serving in Tobruk 
and was taken to a German Prisoner 
of War Camp. He was sent on the 
1,000-mile ‘Long March’ from the 
camp into Germany. Robbie now 
requires 24-hour care, which he is no 
longer able to afford. A grant from 
The Soldiers’ Charity was made 
towards care costs, which enabled 
him to stay in his home of 45 years.

3 A grant of $5,000 was made to Make-
A-Wish of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. Make-A-Wish grant wishes to 
make life better for children with very 
serious medical conditions.

  The grant was used towards 
a wish for Jesse, a five-year-old 
boy undergoing treatment for 
neuroblastoma, whose father is a 
serving US Marine. Jesse and his 
family went to the Atlantis Resort 
in the Bahamas where he had a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience, which 
made him ‘feel free from his daily 
struggles at home’.

Spring Cocktail Party for The Soldiers Fund 
USA a huge success
While fundraising efforts have continued apace here in the UK, The Soldiers Fund over in the USA (formerly the British 
Soldiers Fund) has also been working hard to raise vital funds for our soldiers, veterans and their immediate families.

On 18 May 2016, The Soldiers Fund held 
their 3rd annual spring cocktail party 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, raising 
approximately $55,000. The British 
Soldiers Fund was established by Keith 
Taylor, a former British Army Officer who 
served in the Korean War. The Charity, 

working in conjunction with ABF The 
Soldiers’ Charity, provided grants to 
predominantly British Army veterans. In 
December 2015, Simon Boyd – a former 
Royal Air Force Officer and a member 
of the Board – took over as Chairman. 
To better reflect the donor pool and to 

celebrate the “special relationship” 
that exists between the US and UK,  
The British Soldiers Fund was renamed 
The Soldiers Fund. 
 The Fund now provides grants to 
American and British soldiers, veterans 
and their families. 

In addition to working with British charities, The Soldiers Fund provides grant-based assistance to US based charities. 
At the recent Spring Cocktail Party, three grants were made:

L-R: The Cocktail Party in full swing; Brigadier James Illingworth OBE (Deputy Commander, Headquarters 1st (UK) Division), 

Simon Boyd (Chairman, The Soldiers Fund), SPC Sean Pesce, Mare Hassan, Commander Robert Gerosa (USN Commanding Officer, USS 

Constitution); Brigadier James Illingworth OBE speaking at the event. (© LoveDays Photography)

To find out more about The Soldiers Fund, visit www.thesoldiersfund.org

A huge thanks must go to Simon and the rest of the team working hard in the US to ensure that our soldiers, veterans and their 
families, both at home and around the world, are able to retain the independence and dignity they deserve.
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East Anglia
23-25 Mar ‘Images on Parade’ photography 

exhibition, Braxted Park, Essex
17 Jun Pro-Kart Enduro-6 Grand Prix, 

Lakeside Karting, West Thurrock, 
Essex

East Midlands
09 Apr Nottinghamshire Curry Lunch, 

Chilwell, Nottingham
18 May Lincolnshire Spring Reception, 

Fulbeck Hall, Grantham
03 Jun Nottinghamshire Summer 

Reception, Thrumpton Hall, 
Nottingham

30 Jun Lincolnshire Reception & Dinner, 
Hemswell Court, Hemswell Cliff, 
Lincolnshire 

Home Counties
08-09 Apr Spring Cycling Event, New Forest
13 May The Southdowns Stomp, 

South Downs, Sussex
15 Jul Spinnaker Tower Abseil, 

Portsmouth

London
21 Apr St George’s Day concert, 

Cadogan Hall, Chelsea
23-27 May Chelsea Flower Show collection, 

Royal Hospital Chelsea 
(volunteers required)

Northern Ireland
11 Feb Grand Concert, Band of the 

Royal Irish Regiment, Bangor 
Elim Church, Bangor

North East
26 Mar Adrenalin Shock, Richmond, 

North Yorkshire
13 May Thirsk Races, North Yorkshire 

(evening meeting)
18 Jun Catterick Triathlon,  

North Yorkshire

North West
19-23 Apr St George’s Day Charity Festival, 

Lytham, Lancashire
13 May Born Survivor, Capesthorne Hall, 

Cheshire
05 Jun The Big One Abseil, Blackpool 

Pleasure Beach, Lancashire

Scotland
21 Apr Glasgow Big Curry, City Chambers, 

Glasgow
18 May Duddingston Golf competition, 

Edinburgh
27-28 May Edinburgh Marathon Festival

South West
02 Apr Dorset Curry Lunch, Bryanston 

School, Blandford
14 Jun Devon Charity Golf Day, Dainton 

Park Golf Club, nr Newton Abbot
17 Jun Bath Races ‘Super Saturday’, 

Lansdown, Bath

South East
11 Apr Chevening House Dinner 

(Lord Guthrie guest speaker), 
Kent

13 Apr Beating Retreat & Reception 
(Gurkhas), Benenden School, 
Kent

09 July Beating Retreat & Reception 
(PWRR), Herstmonceux Castle, 
East Sussex

15 Sept Charity Golf Day, The Nevill Golf 
Club, Kent 

Wales
23 Mar The Soldiers’ Charity Race Day, 

Chepstow Racecourse
06 May Wales Skydive, Swansea Airport
25 Jun Swansea Half Marathon

West
19 Apr Royal Artillery Channel Swim  

(exact date TBC – closed event)
05-22 Apr Hard Ride USA, Route 66, USA 

(8 Trg Bn REME closed event)
18 May Bristol Golf Tournament, Bristol & 

Clifton Golf Club

West Midlands
19 Feb Worcestershire Curry Lunch, Army 

Reserve Centre 214 Battery
06 May Stoke Military Tattoo, King’s Hall, 

Stoke
16 Jun Beating Retreat, Three Counties 

Show, Malvern

Dates for your Diary

If you are interested in attending any of these events, contact your local Soldiers’ Charity office using the details overleaf.

A huge thank you to two of our longest 
serving members of the Finance team 
who retired this year. Roger Musson, 
Finance Director, who was with the 
Charity for 10 years and played a great 
part in steering the Finance team 
during the Charity’s restructuring and 
rebranding, helping us all be more 
professional and effective under the 
onslaught of ever-increasing financial 
rules and regulations. Also to Phil 
Thairs, our Chief Accountant, who 
was with the Charity for more than 17 
years, making him the longest serving 
member of staff in our National Office 
by a country mile. Phil is proud to be 
former Army (RAPC) – so never a ‘civvie’ 
– and we shall all miss his cheery helpful 
presence, his extensive experience 

and his indefatigable support. Happy 
retirement to you both!

Thank you to George Hancock, our 
Dyfed Chairman, who stepped down 
from the role on 6 November.  George 
joined the Dyfed Committee as 
Chairman in 1999 – so he has given 17 
years of service!  Under his chairmanship 
Dyfed has made a significant 
contribution to our fundraising in Wales. 
We wish him all the best for the future.

After 12 years of fantastic service 
to our Charity, both our Regional 
Director Wales, Charlie Nutting and 
our Executive Assistant Wales, Rosy 
Nutting retired in April this year. 
Together they did a huge amount to 

nurture our supporters and promote 
the Charity in the Principality, for 
which we are very grateful. Charlie and 
Rosy are keen arboriculturists with a 
thriving Christmas tree business in the 
beautiful area of Cefnllysgwynne, so we 
wish them well with their busy lives on 
retirement from the Charity.

Hana Fells, our talented and very 
supportive Database Officer, left us in 
September to take up a new role with 
another Charity. We would like to say a 
big thank you to Hana for all the help 
and advice she gave everyone, as well 
as her endless patience and clarity in 
explaining the many nuances of Raiser’s 
Edge. We wish her every success in her 
new role.

Thank You
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Head Office 
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Mountbarrow House, 12 Elizabeth Street, 
London SW1W 9RB
T. 020 7901 8900
E. fundraising@soldierscharity.org

East Anglia
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Building PO4, Room 6, Merville Barracks, 
Circular Road South, Colchester, 
Essex CO2 7UT
T. 01206 817 105
E. eastanglia@soldierscharity.org

East Midlands
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, 
Chetwynd Barracks, Chilwell, Beeston, 
Nottingham NG9 5HA
T. 0115 957 2103
E. eastmidlands@soldierscharity.org

Home Counties
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Wellington House, St Omer Barracks, 
Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 2BG
T. 01252 348 270
E. homecounties@soldierscharity.org

London
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Wellington Barracks, 
London SW1E 6HQ
T. 020 7414 3321
E. london@soldierscharity.org

Northern Ireland
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Bldg 45, Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn BT28 3NP
T. 02892 678 112
E. ni@soldierscharity.org

North East
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Hipswell Lodge, Smuts Road,
Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire DL9 3AX
T. 01748 874 127
E. northeast@soldierscharity.org

North West
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Fulwood Barracks, Preston PR2 8AA
T. 01772 260356
E. northwest@soldierscharity.org

Scotland
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
The Castle, Edinburgh EH1 2YT
T. 0131 310 5132/5116
E. scotland@soldierscharity.org 

South East
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, 
Brompton Barracks, Chatham
Kent ME4 4UG
T: 01634 822 408
E: southeast@soldierscharity.org

South West
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Wyvern Barracks, 
Exeter, Devon EX2 6AR
T. 01392 496 412 
E. southwest@soldierscharity.org

Wales
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Maindy Barracks, Whitchurch Road,
Cardiff CF14 3YE
T. 02920 726 132
E. wales@soldierscharity.org

West
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Bldg 750, Picton Barracks, Bulford Camp, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 9NY
T. 01980 672337 
E. west@soldierscharity.org

West Midlands
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity,
Building V5,
Venning Barracks, Donnington, Telford,
Shropshire TF2 8JT
T. 01952 674 323/322 
E. westmidlands@soldierscharity.org

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
(“the/our Charity”) is an 
incorporated charity registered 
with the Charity Commission for 
England and Wales with Charity 
No.1146420, and in Scotland with 
the Office of the Scottish Charity 
Regulator with Scottish Charity 
Register No.SC039189. ABF The 
Soldiers’ Charity is a company 
limited by guarantee in England 
and Wales (07974609) and was 
incorporated on 2nd March 2012.

Registered Office:  
Mountbarrow House,
12 Elizabeth Street,  
London SW1W 9RB
T: 020 7901 8900
E: fundraising@soldierscharity.org 
W: soldierscharity.org

Working in co-operation with 
our US counterparts The Soldiers 
Fund – which supports both US and 
UK Service Personnel.

Above, ‘Palace Parade’ from our Christmas card collection, by Gordon Lees.

Front cover, Queen Elizabeth II takes the salute of the Household Guards Regiments during the Trooping of the Colour in 1985.


