
 
PRESENTATION “THE SCUM OF THE EARTH”  ABOUT WELLINGTON’S ARMY 

FOLLOWED BY LUNCH IN THE OFFICERS’ MESS AT HERMITAGE  
ON SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

 

Programme 
1015-1050 Coffee in the Officers’ Mess 
1100-1200 Presentation in the Station Conference Room 
1200-1245 Drinks Reception in the Officers’ Mess 
1245-1430 Lunch in the Officers’ Mess 
1500  Guests depart 

For almost twenty years, Britain was at war with France. She bankrolled, equipped and armed her continental 
allies before eventually sending troops to face Napoleon's Grande Armee. The soldiers who fought under 
Wellington were cold, hungry, flogged and frequently drunk; but they would win some of the most famous 
battles in history. It was these men, dubbed the "Scum of the Earth" by Wellington himself, whose skill at arms 
would usher in peace in Europe which would last (with a few interruptions) for 99 years. In his talk, Richard 
Callaghan will illuminate life in the British Army of 200 years ago. 
 

Born in Rochdale in the 1960s, Richard Callaghan, the Curator of the Royal Military Police Museum, studied 
Classics at Lampeter, before beginning his career as a museum curator in his home town museum, moving to 
the south coast in 1986. With over 30 years experience in military museums, he has appeared on both TV and 
radio, as well as providing advice for a number of TV production companies. He lives with his partner in East 
Sussex, and indulges his passions for music, books and all things Napoleonic. 
 

**************************************************************************** 
PRESENTATION “THE SCUM OF THE EARTH” 

 
To:                  From: 
Brigadier Peter Walker OBE          …………………………………………….................…… 
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
Denison Barracks                       ………..…………………………….............................… 
Hermitage, Thatcham 
Berkshire             ...……………………………………….........................…  
RG18 9TP 
              Tel:    ……………………………………………………… 
Tel:        01635 204433    
Email:   peter.walker205@mod.uk                 E-mail : ………………………………………………….  
 

Please complete the table listing your name & those of any guests you wish to bring with you (add over leaf if necessary): 
 

Name Cost    
£35 per 
person 

Any special dietary or mobility requirements 
Please note the venue for the lecture is not accessible for 

wheelchairs being on the upper floor of the Conference Centre 
   

   
   
   
   
   
* I enclose a donation in addition to 
the cost of my tickets of 

£ 
* I am unable to attend the event 
but would like to make a donation  

£ 
Total Cost £ 

 

    *  Please delete as applicable 
 

I enclose a cheque made payable to “ABF The Soldiers’ Charity” covering the total costs for my party and/or 
any donations. 
 
Signed: ……………………………....................……...    Date:  ……………………………………… 


